REGISTRAR OF DEEDS, IRELAND. 



COPY of TREASURY MINUTE, dated 17 th December 1830 , reciting 
Two former Treasury Minutes, dated respectively the 27 th July 1830 , 
upon the Subject of the Regulation of the Establishment of the 
Office of Registrar of Deeds and Conveyances in Ireland. 

Presented pursuant to Act 9 GeO. IV. c. 57. 



Ordered , by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 23 December 1830. 



COPY of TREASURY MINUTE, dated 17th December 1830. 

M Y LORDS have before them the Act 9 Geo. IV. c. 57, intituled, “ An Act 
“ to provide for the Regulation of the Public Office for registering Menio- 
“ rials of Deeds, Conveyances and Wills in Ireland.” 

My Lords read the entry of a Minute of this Board, dated the 27th July 1830, 
made in pursuance of the powers vested in them by the said Act, as follows : 

9264. “ 27th July 1830. 

“ Read letter from Lord F. Leveson Gower, dated 29th May last, wherein he 
“ states that the office of Registrar of Deeds and Conveyances in Ireland has 
“ become vacant by the decease of Lord Kilwarden, late Registrar, and requests, by 
“ direction of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, the attention of my Lords to the 
“ first section of the Act 9 Geo. IV. c. 57, by which my Lords are empowered to 
“ regulate the establishment of this office upon the removal or decease of Lord 
“ Kilwarden. 

“ My Lords read the Act of the 9 Geo. IV. c. 57, by the first section of which 
“ Act this Board are authorized and required to regulate the duty and establishment 
“ of the Public Registry Office- in Dublin, and for such purposes to nominate and 
“ appoint one efficient officer or person to be the Registrar of all Deeds, Convey- 
“ ances and Wills, and of all other instruments, matters and things which by law 
“ are or shall be required to be registered at the said Public Registry Office in 
“ Dublin; and also to appoint one other person to be assistant to such Registrar, 
“ and also to appoint such number of fit and proper persons as clerks and 
“ subordinate officers, as may be sufficient and necessary to perform and execute 
“ the duties to be done, performed and executed in the said Public Registry Office ; 
“ and to direct that such Registrar, and assistant clerks and officers, shall perform 
“ the duties of the respective offices in person ; and that such Registrar shall give 
“ and enter into such recognizances by himself and his sureties for the due 
“ performance of the duty of his office, to such amount as this Board may deem 
“ fit; and that such Registrar and his assistant registrar, and such clerks and 
“ subordinate officers, shall receive such proportion of fees, or such salaries in lieu 
of fees respectively, as shall be ordered and appointed by my Lords in that 
“ behalf ; and that all fees received in the said office shall be disposed of and 
“ distributed in such manner as my Lords shall direct and appoint ; regard being 
“ had in every case to the nature and extent of the duties to be performed, and to 
“ the responsibility which may attach or belong to the several and respective 
“ officers and persons executing the duties of the said office respectively ; and all 
** such regulations and appointments, when so made and established, shall be and 
89. A “ become 
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“ become and be put in full force and effect in relation to the said Public Registry 
“ Office, and to the said Registrar and assistant registrar, and clerks and officers 
“ respectively ; and such fees and salaries shall be payable and paid and disposed 
“ of in manner required and directed by this Board. 

“ My Lords have before them the 8th Report of the Commissioners of Judicial 
“ Inquiry in Ireland, and advert particularly to the recommendations of those 
“ Commissioners, and to the regulations proposed by them to give effect to those 
“ recommendations. 

“ My Lords have also before them a Return of the several clerks and other 
“ persons at present employed in the office of Registrar of Deeds in Ireland, and 
“ of the salaries and allowances respectively paid to them. 

“ It appears to my Lords that the Act 9 Geo. IV. c. 57, has made provision for 
“ all those regulations connected with the transaction of the business in the office 
“ of Registrar which were recommended to be enforced by the Commissioners of 
“ Judicial Inquiry, and that the duty which devolves on my Lords on the present 
“ occasion is limited to the appointment of the Registrar, officers, and other persons 
“ necessary to conduct the business of the office, and to the assignment to them of 
“ fit and proper allowances for the discharge of the duties respectively allotted to 
them, and to the disposal of the surplus fees received under the Act which re<m- 
“ lates the fees to be taken in this office. 

“ My Lords adopt the recommendation of the Commissioners of Judicial 
“ Inquiry, and consider it proper that the establishment of the office should, in 
“ future, consist of a Registrar and assistant registrar to be appointed by this 
“ Board, and of the number of clerks hereinafter particularly specified. 

It appears to my Lords, that the circumstances of the office do not require 
more than four clerks, to be appointed at fixed salaries ; the remaining duties of 
“ the office may be best discharged, as heretofore, by persons paid accordin'* to the 
“ work respectively done by them. 

“ My Lords consider it essential that the Registrar should, previous to his 
“ appointment, enter into recognizance in the manner prescribed by the 6th Anne, 
“ c. 2, jointly with one or two sureties, in which the assistant registrar shall also 
“ J oin » in t,ie sum of 20,000 l, conditioned for the faithful execution of the duties 
“ the office, and that neither the Registrar nor the assistant registrar, shall be 
“ competent to act until his recognizance shall be lodged in the office of the Remem- 
“ brancer of the Exchequer in Ireland. 

My Lords further consider that the Registrar should keep a regular account 
“ °‘ a11 ( ees or sums of money received in the office, and should, within thirty days 
‘ after the expiration of each quarter, render an account to the Vice Treasurer of 
Ireland of the sums received by him, and of the sums disbursed in payment of the 
“ salaries and disbursements authorized under this Minute, and shall at the same 
“ time P a y into the Bank of Ireland, to the account of the Consolidated Fund, the 
“ sur plus of such fees, after payment of the authorized disbursements of the office • 
“ and he shall at the end of each year account, before the Commissioners of 
‘ Accounts, for all sums so received and disbursed by him. 

“ My Lords consider the following establishment to be adequate and necessary 
for the discharge of the duties of the said office ; viz. 

“ One Registrar, at - 
“ One Assistant, at - 
“ One principal Clerk, at - 
“ One Clerk, at 
“ Two ditto, at 

“ And such further number of clerks as may be necessary for the discharge of the 
duties of the said office, paid, as at present, weekly, according to the extent of 
* work done by them respectively. 

“ M y Lords are of opinion, that the number at present employed, namely 
“ twe nty-two, should be retained ; but so soon as a Registrar shall be appointed 

“ reduction W1 1 reqU,re a furthCT report from him as t0 the possibility of any 

My Lords are also pleased to direct, that all persons employed should be 
required to perform the duties of their respective offices in person. 

“ And, as with reference to the amount of fees hitherto received in the office it 
appears to my Lords, that after defraying the expense of the salaries, a consider- 
able surplus may be expected to arise ; and as the Commissioners of Judicial 

Inquiry 



- £. 1,500 per annum 
1,000 — 

350 — 

250 — 

200 each — 
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iS?|, h T r . ecor ”“ en f ea ‘ hat “y surplus should be applied towards facili- 
“ b jJ slness of ‘ he offi “ b y preparation of more perfect indexes of the 

.< J r Mk 1 ’’ f ranged according to the townlands, or denominations of land 
„ “J L ° rds ’ therefore, will, as soon ns a Registrar shall have been appointed con- 
“ f° P ? ety , of “aktog some temporary addition to the number of clerks 

„ ' be 1 amployed under the direction of the principal clerk, in commencing and 
“ E 8 a "' OTk ° f * h ‘ S descriptio “. which, useful at all times, will every day 
“ Ae orceTcreases. SSar - V ’ “ P 1 ' 0 ?” 110 ' 1 as tbe "““her of memorials registe/ed in 

“ T ™ fVc let ? 1 b u ' vn “ e " ?° Mr. Moore, who, as deputy registrar to the late 
Lord Kilwarden has administered the office since his Lordship’s death, to render 

officeEd Ef, 0 the dnte £ ‘I 10 present ° f tba ■». received in the saS 

office, and of the sums paid thereout for salaries and expenses, in order that the 
surplus may be earned to the Consolidated Fund. 

„ Transmit copy of this Minute to Lord F. Leveson Gower, for the information 
“ be handed™, o C M y L ° rd L “ ute f nt of Irela " a 1 aa d let a copy of this Minute 

“ as directed £ “he /cTgGEo wZT™ ° f W " g p "““ d *° Pad “’ 

sua^e of ffie a,S ° b P “ r - 

“ tha^The Office fr f °p Lor f P ’ I- G °wer, dated 29th May last, ^whlSertates, 
“ vaeL, , S / Registrar of Deeds and Conveyances in Ireland has become 
“ f A I® d f aase of Lord Kilwarden, late Registrar, and requests, hy direc- 
hoc 1 of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, the attention of my Lords to ffie first 

„ remZel e Ar u 9 Ge °’ V i C ’ ' 57 > by ' phich my ^ ™ empowered to 
“ KUwarde* 6 estab lsbmeM of thls office u P oa the removal or decease of Lord 

“ L d rdS read ' he A ? ot - 9 Ge0 ’ 1V ' c ’ b y the section of which Act 
„ P n,. p re aulh °™5 d and required to regulate the duty and establishment of 
« “ e . bllc Registry Office in Dublin, and for such purposes to nominate and 
„ jW j" 6 ■?, X n } °? c ?, r or P erson t° he *e Registrar of all deeds, convey- 
tc s a £ d ,' vdls ’ and . a 1 other instrun Jents, matters and things, which by law 
<e n G n^ Sha ,, required t0 be registered at the said Public Registry Office in 
« Tf ’ * a S0 t0 a PP oint Qne other person to be assistant to such Registrar, 

« { , al p° toa PP oint such and such number of fit and proper persons as clerks and 

« f abo J dl . nate o ffic ers as may be sufficient and necessary to perform and execute 
{£ the dutias to be done, performed and executed in the said Public Registry Office 
(( i n i° direc i , at sucb Registrar and assistant, clerks and officers, shall perform 
t{ the duties of the respective offices in person; and that such Registrar shall give 
„ and enter ' nt ? su , ch recognizances by himself and his sureties, for the due per- 
(e ‘ormance of the duty of his office, to such amount as this Board may deem fit • 

■„ and . that ® uch Registrar, and his assistant registrar, and such clerks and sub- 
ordinate officers, shall receive such proportion of fees, or such salaries in lieu of 
lees respectively, as shall be ordered and appointed by my Lords in that behalf; 
and that all fees received in the said office shall be disposed of and distributed in 
such manner as my Lords shall direct and appoint, regard being had in every 
u u' 6 t0 ^ be nalure and extent of the duties to be performed, and to the responsi- 
bihty which may attend or belong to the several and respective offices and per- 
sons executing the duties of the said office respectively ; and all such regulations 
„ and . a PPO i ntments, when so made and established, shall be and become, and be 
« P u Ut m - !“/} . and effec ‘> in relation t0 the said Public Registry Office, and to 
u td e said Registrar and assistant registrar, and clerks and officers respectively ; and 
such fees and salaries shall be payable and paid and disposed of in manner 
required and directed by this Board. 

it T '^ , . ords bave before them the 8th Report of the Commissioners of Judicial 
t( fuQuiry in Ireland, and advert particularly to the recommendation of the Com- 
missioners, and to the regulations proposed by them to give effect to those 
recommendations. 

% L° rds have also before them a Return of the several clerks and other 
« P® r ® ons at P resent employed in the office of Registrar of Deeds in Ireland, and 
of the salaries and allowances respectively paid to them. 

8 9 - A 2 « it 
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„ It aDDears to my Lords, that the Act of the gth Geo IV. c 57. 

, provision fo^ those regulations, with respect to the transact™ of business m the 

: 

<£ fnr the due performance of the duties of their respective offices. 

t! M v Lords adopt the recommendation of the Commissioners of Judicial 
In S v and consider it proper that the establishment of the office should in 
LTe Consist of a Registrar! on whom will devolve, as his duty, the direction 
“ management and superintendence of all departments m tile office ; an assistant 
" registrar 11 duly authorized to do all official acts necessary in the execu ion of the 
“ duties of tlmoffice, and four clerks, at fixed salaries, to be appointed by this 
“ Board which clerks will be removeable at the pleasure of the Registrar. 

“ It appears to my Lords that the circumstances of the office do not require 
“ more than four clerks to be appointed at fixed salaries ; the remaining duties of 
■' the office may be best discharged, as they have been up to this time, by persons 
k 1 acc ordina to the work respectively done by them. , 

S In considering the amount of security which it may be proper to require from 
“ the Registrar and his assistant, my Lords feel the difficulty which must bo 
“ experienced by any individual, in finding security to so large an amount as that 
“ fixed by the Act 6th Anne ; viz. 20,000/. My Lords do not consider that 
“ security^ to such an amount can be necessary, either with reference to the safety 
“ of theVblic, or the due completion of the books and calendars in the office. 
“ They are therefore pleased to direct, that the Registrar and asiustant registiar 
“ should each enter into recognizance in the manner prescribed by the Gth Anne, 
“ c 2 jointly with one or two sureties ; the Registrar in the sum of 5,000 /. and 
ffie distant registrar in the sum of 2,000 k, conditioned for the faithful execution 
“ of the duties of their respective offices. , 

“ My Lords are pleased to appoint the following persons who have for many 
« years past discharged duties in the Registry Office which they are hereby an ho- 
a Jized and required respectively to continue to perform, to the several situations 
“ and salaries annexed to their respective names ; viz. 



Mr. George Moore, Registrar - - 
„ Oliver Moore, Assistant - - 
„ Francis Armstrong, Chief Clerk 
„ J. Chapman, First Clerk - - 
„ Wiffiam Bullerl c , etks f - - 
„ William Davis f L - - 



£.1,200 per annum. 
800 — 

- 350 — 

- 250 — 

- 250 — 



“ The remaining clerks necessary for the discharge of the duties of the said 
“ office will be retained, and employed by the Registrar as occnsion may require, 

“ and will be paid as at present, weekly, according to the extent of work done by 
“ them respectively. . 

“ My Lords however require from the Registrar a report as to the possibility oi 
“ anv reduction of the present number. . 

“ My Lords are also pleased to direct, that all persons employed should perform 
<£ the duties of their respective offices in person ; that the Registrar should not 
“ absent himself from the office for any period exceeding thirty days, without per- 
« m i ss ion in writing from the Lord Chancellor or Master of the Rolls in li eland ; 
“ and that the assistant should not be absent without permission of the Registrar. 

£t My Lords further direct, that the assistant registrar, and all the clerks and 
« other persons employed, shall obey the orders and directions of the Registrar, 
££ as well with respect to attendance, as to the duties which they may be required 

“ to perform. , , , , . • c 

« My Lords further consider that the Registrar should keep a regular account ot 
c< a n f ees> or sums of money, received in the office; and should, within thirty days 
it a fter the expiration of each quarter, render an account to the Vice Treasurer of 
« Inland of the sums received by him, and of the sums disbursed in payment 
« of the salaries authorized under this Minute, and the other necessary expenses 
« incident to the execution of the said office (which account shall be signed by the 
« assistant registrar,) and shall at the same time pay into the Bank of Ireland, 
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“ t0 be ca,Tied t0 account of the Consolidated Fund, the surplus of such fees 
„ ofter P a - Vment ° f , the siu<1 salaries and expenses ; and he shall, at the end of each 
year, account before the Commissioners of Accounts for all sums so received and 
disbursed by him. 

“ On referring to the amount of fees heretofore received in the Remstrv Office 
„ a PP. e . ars “ “J L ° tds that after defraying the several salaries herein directed to 
be paid, and the other necessary expenses of the office, a surplus may be exnected 
“ aeeme ; should such prove to be the case, my Lords would be disposed here- 
aft, ; r t0 , recommend to Parlrameut a reduction of the rate of charge now made 
, unde F fj 10 9* Geo. IV. c. 57 ; but as the Commissioners of Inquiry have recom- 
.. “ended the application of the surplus to meet the expense of preparin. more 
perfect indexes, my Lords reserve for future consideration (when thev shall 
( have received a report from the Registrar,) how far it may be expedient to 
apply this surplus, in the first instance, to the completion of all or anv of the 
• indexes recommended or adverted to in the Commissioners’ Report which 
become more useful each day as the number of registered memorials increases. 

, , j * Iett . er b . e wntten t0 Mr. Moore, who, as deputy registrar to the late 
. Loid Kdwarden, has administered the office since his Lordship’s death, to render 
( account up to the date of the present Minute, of the sums received in the said 
office, and of the sums paid thereout for salaries and expenses, in order that the 
surplus may be carried to the Consolidated Fund. 

“ Direct Mr. Moore to make communications to the several parties interested 
in the terms of this Minute. 

Let a copy of this Minute be laid before Parliament, as directed bv the Act 
' 9 Geo. iv. c. 57. J 

“ Let a copy be sent to Lord F. L. Gower.” 



Mr. Spring Rice states to the Board that it has been represented to him, that the 
second Minute above recited was intended to supersede the other Minute, and was 
made at a period subsequent to its date, although they both bear the same date and 
the one does not in terms supersede the other. 

My Lords refer to the third section of the Act 9 Geo. IV. c. 57, which enacts 
as follows : 

( And be it further Enacted, That copies of all orders, directions, minutes and 
“ regulations of any kind or nature soever, which, under the provisions of this Act 
“ shaH be made by the Lord High Treasurer, or by the Commissioners of His 
Majesty s Treasury, or any three of them, touching or concerning the said office 
“ of Registrar of Deeds in Ireland, shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament 
at the commencement of the session next ensuing the date or dates of such 
“ directions or orders as aforesaid ; or if Parliament shall be then sitting then 
within fourteen days next after the dates of such orders, directions, minutes or 
“ regulations, respectively ; and that in case no legislative provision shall otherwise 
“ be made in the course of the session in which such copies shall be laid before 
“ Parliament, the said minutes, orders, directions or regulations shall then, and 
“ not before, become final and conclusive, to all intents and purposes whatsoever.” 

My Lords are now pleased to direct that a copy of this Minute, in which the Two 
former Minutes are recited, be forthwith laid before Parliament, in pursuance of the 
enactment above referred to. 



Whitehall, Treasury Chambers, 
21 December 1830. 



} 



T. SPRING RICE. 
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